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Recommendation to the decision makers 

That Culture and Visitor Economy Overview and Scrutiny Committee: 

1. Make any suggested improvements to the planned arrangements for the Queen’s 
Baton Relay in Grantham on 11 July 2022. 
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1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 The Council’s Corporate Plan (2020 – 2023) identified Healthy and Strong Communities as 

a key priority. To underpin this priority, the Council commits to investing in the health of our 

district and working effectively with partners for the benefit of communities. It also commits 

to building on, and celebrating, the rich heritage and culture of the district.  

1.2 Earlier in the year, the Council was approached by the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 

Games Team, requesting a visit to Grantham to consider inclusion on the Queen’s Baton 

Relay route. Following a tour of the local area, and discussions with officers from the 

Council, Grantham was successfully selected to feature on the route. Inclusion on the Relay 

celebrates everything Grantham has to offer, embracing local communities and the rich 

heritage and culture of the district.  

1.3 This provides a fantastic opportunity to promote health and wellbeing for residents and 

visitors in the lead up to the Commonwealth Games, and to work in partnership with local 

schools, organisations, businesses and community groups to celebrate the spirit of the 

Commonwealth Games.  

1.4 The Queen’s Baton Relay takes place every four years in the lead up to the Commonwealth 

Games. This year, Birmingham 2022 is the 16th official Queen’s Baton Relay – a journey 

across the Commonwealth, with the Queen’s Baton visiting all 72 nations and territories. 

The Relay began on 7 October 2021, with Her Majesty the Queen placing her message to 

the Commonwealth into the Baton. The Baton is now on its 294-day long journey to 

Birmingham. The journey of the Baton represents hope, solidarity and collaboration as it 

connects communities and unique cultures and shares inspirational stories. To visit 

Grantham, on this long journey across the world celebrating culture and communities, is a 

fantastic achievement and event for the town.  

1.5 The Baton will arrive in England on 4 July 2022. It will make a journey around the country, 

spending two days in each region, before culminating in a two-week tour of the West 

Midlands and Birmingham as the host city. 

1.6 Grantham has been selected to feature on the two-day route around the East Midlands, with 

the Baton visiting the region on 10 and 11 July 2022. The first day sees the Baton visit 

Northampton, Rutland Water, Leicester, Nottingham and Lincoln, before moving on to: 

Boston, Grantham, Loughborough, Derby and Buxton on day two. Given the limited time 

that the Baton is in the East Midlands, the visit of the Baton to South Kesteven is a cause 

for celebration and a superb opportunity to showcase Grantham. 

1.7 The Baton will arrive in Grantham on the morning of 11 July 2022 and start the journey 

around Grantham at 10:37am. The Relay route will start and finish in Wyndham Park, 

celebrating the Council’s Green Flag Park. The Relay will move along Red Cross Street, 

Castlegate, Avenue Road before returning along the riverside to Wyndham Park. The route 

can be found in Appendix One. 

1.8 The route is designed to celebrate Grantham’s heritage, taking in the sights of Sir Isaac 

Newton’s former school - The King’s School, and St Wulfram’s Church on historic Castlegate 

and out on to Avenue Road alongside the Council’s very own Guildhall Arts Centre. There 

is a strong desire to celebrate commonwealth communities and engage with local schools 

and young people. Furthermore, the route celebrates Grantham’s impressive green space, 

the Council’s Green Flag accredited Wyndham Park and along the riverside footpath, 

promoting sustainable and active travel.  



 

 
 

1.9 Schools, community groups, local clubs and organisations have been encouraged to line 

the route with banners and flags as the Relay passes through Grantham, celebrating our 

local community and the spirit of the Commonwealth Games.  

1.10 The Baton Relay will be televised and is an excellent opportunity to showcase Grantham as 

a town and the local community, promoting visitor economy. Both local and national press 

are aware of the event and the route is published on the Commonwealth Games website.  

It is anticipated that the Baton Relay will attract a lot of media attention in the run up to the 

Commonwealth Games. 

1.11 A public nomination process for Batonbearers was launched by the Commonwealth Games 

Team earlier in the year. There will be 2,022 Batonbearers in total, including school children, 

athletes, high profile sporting personalities, celebrities and sponsor representations. 

Batonbearers have been selected in all nine regions of England and reflect the diversity in 

communities across the country. 

1.12 For individuals to be nominated to become a Batonbearer they needed to meet the following 

criteria: 

- Always willing to take on a challenge and have a unique and inspiring story; 

- Has made a meaningful contribution to sport, education, the arts, culture, or charity;  

- Is a figure of inspiration that positively challenges others to achieve their best;  

- Has taken on a challenge or cause and made a positive impact within their community. 

1.13 Three local nominees have been successful is becoming a Batonbearer, as follows:  

• Rachael Bradley, part of South Kesteven District Council’s tenancy services team, 

successfully fought breast cancer and now works tirelessly to help sufferers. Following 

a 2020 diagnosis, Rachael was inspired to set up Breast Friends Grantham to raise 

awareness and offer support. The aim of the group, now at 100 members, is to help 

reduce anxieties, improve wellbeing and empower people. It is that work which prompted 

a successful nomination by the Council to Baton Relay organisers, describing Rachael 

as a true inspiration and an “…incredibly humble human being who is making a big 

impact in the local community.” 

• Hannah San Hose takes part in marathons to raise money for charity and is actively 

involved in Junior Park Run encouraging young people to be active. Hannah, is a primary 

school teacher, and volunteers in the local area, working with migrant communities and 

refugees. Throughout the pandemic Hannah was one of a team of people from a local 

faith group taking food parcels to those in need. Hannah has put together a team of 

retired teachers to work with recently arrived Afghan refugees, teaching English and 

promoting social integration. 

• Roy Redman is a passionate cyclist in the local area, supporting projects looking at 

improvements to cycling infrastructure and raising awareness of the opportunities 

available to be active and to enable sustainable commuting. Roy continues to work with 

local groups and organisations to create accessible routes and opportunities for 

everyone. 

1.14 The Council is working with the Commonwealth Games Team to organise the safe delivery 

of the Baton Relay event in Grantham and the Council’s responsibilities include road 

closures, crowd management and coordination of community involvement. The 



 

 
 

Commonwealth Games Team are responsible for all items of safety relating to the Baton 

and Batonbearer, including medical provision.  

1.15 The Council is working with the Safety Advisory Group of the Lincolnshire Event Safety 

Partnership to ensure there are appropriate arrangements in place for a safe and enjoyable 

event. 

1.16 Following the Baton Relay, an event will take place in Wyndham Park organised by Inspire+ 

(an independent sports charity) in conjunction with the Council and LeisureSK Ltd, to 

celebrate the Queen’s Baton Relay and the spirit of the Commonwealth Games. The event 

will provide opportunities for people of all ages to be active and promote healthy lifestyles. 

The aim is to encourage use of the park for recreation activity and promote the facilities on 

offer. 

1.17 A mass participation physical activity event for local schools, who will be lining the route to 

watch the Baton pass through Grantham, will take place. This will be followed by a 

workplace active challenge and activities for pre-school and general public participation. 

The indicative timings of this at the moment are: 

- 11:30 – 12:30 Schools mass participation event 

- 12:30 – 13:15 Workplace active challenge 

- 13:15 – 14:00 General public mass participation activities 

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny 

2.1 The Council is working with local sports charity Inspire+ to engage schools and young 

people in the event. This will involve producing banners to line the route. There is a keen 

desire to celebrate the Baton’s arrival in the East Midlands and the Commonwealth Games 

taking place in England. 

2.2 The Council’s Communities Team are liaising with local community groups to encourage 

their involvement in the relay, lining the route with flags and banners celebrating the diverse 

mix of cultures and people. Working with Jubilee Life Church, thirty-four different nations will 

be represented and celebrated.  

2.3 Furthermore, the Council’s Leisure Team are contacting local clubs to encourage a 

presence along the route, promoting local sports and activities on offer. 

2.4 The Council’s Economic Development Team will work with local businesses on 

opportunities to be involved in the project.  

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 This report provides information to the Committee on an exciting event to be held within the 

district, with great opportunity to promote Grantham, it’s heritage and history, and celebrate 

local communities.  

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 Not applicable. 

5 Reasons for the Recommendation  

5.1 The Queen’s Baton Relay is an event to be noted and Grantham’s inclusion in the two-day 

tour of the East Midlands is something to be proud of and to be celebrated. The arrival of 

the Queen’s Baton Relay in Grantham provides so much opportunity to celebrate the spirit 



 

 
 

of local communities, embrace the history and culture of the town and provide opportunities 

for people of all ages to be active. 

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

6.1 The Council and partners will continue to promote the event. Additional communication and 

information will be provided to the general public, local schools, groups, organisations and 

businesses in the lead up to the event.  

6.2 All businesses, organisations and residents affected by any road closures will be 

communicated with in advance.  

7 Financial Implications  

7.1 The costs associated with event primarily relate to event safety and infrastructure costs. 

These are predicted to be circa £5,000 and can be broken down as follows: 

Queen’s Baton Relay  

Road closures  £1,200.00 

First aid provision £500.00 

Radio hire £650.00 

Waste services £500.00 

Steward provisions £100.00 

Promotional material and leaflet distribution £500.00 

Miscellaneous £500.00 

Wyndham Park Event Hub  

PA system and services £500.00 

Electrical set up £500.00 

Refreshment provision £100.00 

Total £5,050.00 

7.2 Costs of the event will be met by the Council’s existing Arts and Festivals budget. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Chief Finance Officer  

8 Legal and Governance Implications  

8.1 There are no legal and governance implications arising from this report. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Graham Watts, Assistant Director of Governance 

(Deputy Monitoring Officer) 

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

9.1 As part of the event, the programme of activities provided in Wyndham Park will be 

accessible for all and inclusive.  

9.2 Schools and organisations attending will be responsible for Safeguarding of their groups. 

10 Risk and Mitigation 



 

 
 

10.1 A full risk assessment, Risk Register and event management plan is being produced and 

discussions are ongoing with both the local Safety Advisory Group and the 

Commonwealth Games Team in the lead up to the event.  

10.2 A county-wide Safety Advisory Group will meet to discuss plans for the movement of the 

Baton around Lincolnshire.  

11 Community Safety Implications  

11.1 Targeted sport and physical activity can be used to improve community cohesion and can 

have a positive impact on reducing incidents of anti-social behaviour is our communities. 

11.2 Working with local sports charity Inspire+ provides opportunities for young people to be 

engaged in volunteering and leadership programmes.  

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

12.1 The movement of the Baton through Grantham utilises the riverside path promoting active 

travel and commuting opportunities. Encouraging residents to be more active, including 

active travel, not only can positively impact their health and wellbeing, but also reduces 

our carbon footprint. 

13 Other Implications (where significant)  

13.1 None. 

14 Background Papers 

14.1 None. 

15 Appendices 

15.1 Appendix One – Queen’s Baton Relay Route  

 

 

 

 

 

 


